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HIGLEY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
INSTRUCTIONAL ALIGNMENT 

 

First Grade Quarter 1 

Reading Standards 
Students will: • Listen and respond to stories, poems and nonfiction. 

• Relate information and events in a reading selection to life experiences and life experiences to the text. 
• Ask relevant questions in order to comprehend text. 
• Participate in group discussions. 
• Compare events, characters and conflicts in literary selections from a variety of cultures to their experiences. 
• Identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the purpose, structures, and elements of expository text. 
• Alphabetize a series of words to the first letter. 
• Distinguish between uppercase and lowercase letters. 
• Recognize the distinguishing features of a sentence (e.g., capitalization, ending punctuation). 
• Distinguish between initial, medial, and final sounds in single-syllable words. 
• Generate sounds from letter patterns, blend phonemes and also consonant blends and long- and short-vowel patterns (phonograms), to 
combine those sounds into recognizable words. 
• Consistently read grade-level text with at least 90 percent accuracy. Read aloud with fluency in a manner that sounds like natural speech. 
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Arizona’s College and Career  
Ready Standards 

 
 

Explanations & Examples 

 

HUSD Support 
Materials & 
Resources 

1 RL 1 Ask and answer questions about key details in 
a text. 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 

• Teachers provide a graphic organizer (e.g., hand print: each finger 
represents an element who, what, where, when, why and how is 
the palm). 

• Teachers provide samples for students to rehearse with a 
partner (e.g., “Who was in the story?” “Where did the story 
take place? “How did the story end?). 

• Teachers post question words (who, what, where, when, why, and 
how) in the room as a reminder before, during and after reading. 

• Teachers include partner sharing, “Let’s discuss what we just read. 
Turn to your elbow buddy and take turns asking your buddy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
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HUSD Resources 

    questions beginning with the words on the board.” 

• Students select and generate questions from the graphic organizer 
pertaining to a story. 

 
Source: commoncore.org 
Reading/Literary 
Grade 1 Unit 1 
As you read the book Tomas and the Library Lady by Pat Mora and 
Raul Colon, pause periodically and encourage students to ask 
questions. By using, “I wonder” as the beginning of the question, have 
students predict what is coming next in the story and clarify 
understanding. Use sticky notes or white boards to keep each child 
engaged in the questioning. 

 

1 RL 5 Explain major differences between books that 
tell stories and books that give information, 
drawing on a wide reading of a range of text 
types. (Q 1 and Q 2) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Teachers read a fiction story and an expository book (The Mixed-Up 
Chameleon by Eric Carle, and Chameleons in the Garden by Mary 
Lovein. One tells a story and the other gives information. Students 
identify the clues that support the differences between fiction and 
nonfiction (e.g., bears wearing clothes, people don’t fly like birds). 

 
Source: commoncore.org 
Class Discussion/Reading 
Grade 1 Unit 2 
Throughout this unit, students are reading from a variety of texts: 
stories, poems, and informational texts. When you have a ten-minute 
block, play “I Spy” with the children (e.g., “I spy an informational 
book,” “I spy a non-fiction book”). The students then have to guess 
which book you are looking at in the display of unit books. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HUSD Support 

Materials & Resources 

1 RL 7 Use illustrations and details in a story to 
describe its characters, setting or events. 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Teachers post pictures and ask for descriptions of characters, setting 
or events presented. Students make connections between the details 
and the illustrations and the text. Illustrations add to, enhance, and/or 

 
 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 

http://commoncore.org/maps/index.php/maps/grade_3_unit_3/
http://commoncore.org/maps/index.php/maps/grade_3_unit_3/
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
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    clarify the meaning of the text. 
Source: commoncore.org 
Reading/Literary/Informational 
Grade 1 Unit 5 
Create pairings of books that are literary and informational such 
as George Washington and the General’s Dog by Frank Murphy and 
Richard Walz and the Rookie Biography of George Washington by Will 
Mara. Discuss how you read a story and a biography about the same 
character/historic person. Talk about how these two books connect to 
each other. How were the books the same? How were they 
different? In this unit, there are numerous potential book pairings 
among the biographies, fictional stories, and even a fictional story 
written by the historical person himself (Benjamin Franklin). This is an 
opportunity to show the different characteristics of genre. This is also 
important to do within one book, explaining how events in the life of a 
person connect to each other. 

 

1 RL 10 With prompting and support, read prose and 
poetry of appropriate complexity for grade 1 
(Q1 - Q4) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Prose is a type of literature without a formal pattern of verse or meter 
(not poetry). Poetry may include structure, meter and rhyme. 
Teachers include a poem or prose for the week that is pertinent to the 
themes being studied. 
Students read poems associated with national holidays highlighted in 
Social Studies. 

 
Source: commoncore.org 
Class Activity/Literature 
Grade 1 Unit 3 
Tell the students that the Indian fable, “The Blind Men and the 
Elephant” is the original telling of a fable more commonly known as 
“Seven Blind Mice.” Read the original story by Karen Backstein first 
and then read Ed Young’s “Seven Blind Mice.” (Read aloud to students, 
or they may read on their own if they are able.) As the two fables are 
added to the fable story chart, ask the students to explain how these 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 

http://commoncore.org/maps/index.php/maps/grade_3_unit_3/
http://commoncore.org/maps/index.php/maps/grade_3_unit_3/
http://commoncore.org/maps/index.php/maps/grade_3_unit_3/
http://commoncore.org/maps/index.php/maps/grade_3_unit_3/
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
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    two stories are the same and how they are different.  

1 RI 9 Identify basic similarities in and differences 
between two texts on the same topic (e.g.,in 
illustrations, descriptions, or procedures). 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 

• Teachers use Social Studies Standards (e.g., Strand 1 American 
History, Strand 2, World History) or Science to select appropriate 
topics. 

• Students select various forms of text, brochures, web sites, 
newspapers, magazines or books to compare. 

• Students complete graphic organizers (T-chart, 2-column chart, 
Venn diagram) to illustrate similarities and differences. 

• Students use notes from their graphic organizers to write a 
summary or their comparison. 

• Teachers create a rubric to inform students of type of sources 
required. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 

  Topic   

Text #1 Text #2  
Most important Point Most Important Point 

  

Key Details Key Details 

Similarities Similarities 

Differences Differences 

1 RI 10 With prompting and support, read 
informational texts with appropriate 
complexity for grade 1. (Q1-Q4). 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
The range of reading may include: biographies and autobiographies; 
books about history, social studies, science and the arts; technical text, 

 
HUSD Support 

Materials & Resources 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
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    including directions, forms, and information displayed in graphs, 
charts, or maps; and digital sources on a range of topics. A wide range 
of reading will build background knowledge, vocabulary and concepts. 

 
Source: commoncore.org 
Reading/Informational 
Grade 1 Unit 5 
To help students make visual connections between events and people 
during the “early America” part of history, create a simple timeline and 
record events as you read books on this topic together or as students 
report back on what they read independently. Students should 
understand that although the informational texts are focused around 
different people or topics, it all happened at the same time in history. 
By extending the timeline to include historical figures, students begin 
to understand chronology. 

 

1 RF 1a Demonstrate understanding of the 
organization and basic features of print. 
(a) Recognize the distinguishing features of a 
sentence (e.g., first word, capitalization, 
ending punctuation). (Q1-Q2) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
• Teachers provide sentences with convention errors (e.g., 

capitals, punctuation) that have been explicitly taught. Students 
will identify and correct errors. 

• Students highlight basic feature of print in a passage (e.g., first 
word, capitalization, ending punctuation). 

 
Source: commoncore.org 
Writing/Shared Research 
Grade 1 Unit 1 
Using the ABC books as a model, generate some ideas for writing a 
class ABC book. Work together as a class to come up with a big class 
question. Begin by asking questions such as, “Is it possible to create an 
ABC book with ‘Games to Play’ as our title?” Allow the class to give 
some ideas (e.g., names, authors, books, plants, insects). After ideas 
have been shaped into a research question, allow the children to vote 
on a theme for the class ABC book. Once the theme is chosen, collect 
(and research using a variety of texts and digital resources) ideas for 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 

http://commoncore.org/maps/index.php/maps/grade_3_unit_3/
http://commoncore.org/maps/index.php/maps/grade_3_unit_3/
http://commoncore.org/maps/index.php/maps/grade_3_unit_3/
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
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    each letter of the alphabet. Decide on a design for the book. Assign 
each student a letter in the book. Each page should include an upper 
and lower case letter, the key word, an illustration, and a sentence 
using the key word. Be sure to have them follow rules for spelling and 
punctuating correctly. 

 

1 RF 2bcd Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, 
syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 

 
(b) Orally produce single-syllable words by 
blending sounds (phonemes), including 
consonant blends.   (c) Isolate and pronounce 
initial, medial vowel, and final sounds 
(phonemes) in spoken single-syllable words. 
(d) Segment spoken single-syllable words into 
their complete sequence of individual sounds 
(phonemes). (Q1 and Q2) 

HUSD Explanations & Examples 
Blend spoken phonemes with more than three sounds into one- 
syllable words, including consonant blends and digraphs (e.g., /f/i/n/d/ 
= find; /fl/a/t/ = flat). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 

1 RF 3b Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 
analysis skills in decoding words. 
b. Decode regularly spelled one-syllable 
words. 

Explanations & Examples coming soon.  
HUSD Support 

Materials & Resources 

1 RF 4abc Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. 
(a) Read on level text with purpose and 
understanding. 
(b) Read on-level text orally with accuracy, 
appropriate rate, and expression on 
successive readings. 
(c) Use Context to confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and understanding, 
rereading as necessary. (Q1 - Q4) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
Fluency is a bridge to comprehension and is the result of accurately 
decoding words automatically in order to retain the meaning of the 
text. It is achieved through multiple opportunities to practice. Students 
read grade-level material with appropriate rate (speed), accuracy 
(precision) and prosody (expression). Students should be exposed to 
reading different types of text with appropriate rhythm, pacing, 
intonation, and expression relevant to the text. 
Students record their words per minute and celebrate their 
improvement. 

 
Source: commoncore.org 
Language /Literary 
Grade 1 Unit 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
http://commoncore.org/maps/index.php/maps/grade_3_unit_3/
http://commoncore.org/maps/index.php/maps/grade_3_unit_3/
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
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    To introduce the relationship between punctuation and reading 
expression, use the book Yo! Yes? by Chris Raschka. Show the students 
the cover of the book with its very simple title: Yo! Yes? Ask how 
someone would say those words? YO! YES? As you read the book with 
the students, have the boys read one page, and the girls the opposite 
page. As they focus on the illustrations and the way the author ends 
each sentence, they will know how to read the words, and a story will 
be created in their minds. Follow this reading with other books so that 
the children learn how important it is to read with the end 
punctuation in mind. 

 
Reading/Informational/Fluency 
Grade 1 Unit 6 
Have students choose one of the biographies they enjoyed reading. Let 
them practice reading the book until they can read it well (i.e., with 
phrasing and expression). As students read their biographies 
independently, look for opportunities to use context to confirm or self- 
correct word recognition and understanding, encouraging the children 
to reread as necessary. Take the books to a kindergarten class and 
have students read the books aloud to students there. 

 
HUSD Explanations & Examples 
Segment spoken phonemes contained in one-syllable words of two to 
five phoneme sounds into individual phoneme sounds (e.g., splat = 
/s/p/l/a/t/ using manipulatives to mark each phoneme). 

 

 

http://commoncore.org/maps/index.php/maps/grade_3_unit_3/

